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Are we living, today, in a more exciting, danger-
ous, dismaying, encouraging time than any other 
in history? We really do not know, but we do know 
that each new era and technological paradigm 
shift presents particular challenges and oppor-
tunities. It is a constant struggle to keep up with 
the fast changing times in which we live, and it is 
only a minor comfort to realize that, during the 
19th century, humankind already felt left behind 
and overwhelmed by information overload, glo-
balization and technological progress. One of the 
main reasons people react in this way is that tech-
nological developments create opportunities and 
challenges, simultaneously this is questioning and 
challenging existing perceptions and behaviours. 

My grandmother, Selma Olsson, was born in 
1900, and gave birth to 17 children between 1920 
and 1944. Quite apart from that marvelous achieve-
ment, by the time she passed away in 1992, she 
had also experienced close to a century of amazing 
technological development. Among other things, 
she witnessed the mainstream adoption of the tele-
phone and electricity, the arrival of radio and televi-
sion, new means of transportation with cars and air 
travel, the conquering of space, as well as the inven-
tion of the computer. She lived her whole life in the 
countryside off the Swedish west coast, and although  

FOREWORD
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she was a curious and open 
minded person, she never really 
embraced all the new technolo-
gies, instead being very content 
with her way of living. The lives 
of my children, born at the begin-
ning of the 21st century, could not 
be more different. We are entering 
an era in which technology will 
redefine who we are, and it is no 
longer just a question of what 
technology can do for us, but what 
should we allow technology to do. 

For more than 20 years 
I have worked as an entre-
preneur, technology investor 
and futurist, focusing mostly 
on investments and business 
development in emerging markets, IT software 
and hardware, instrumentation, nanotechnol-
ogy and new materials as well as new media art.  

My grandmother  
Selma Olsson, circa 1920.

Credit: Private
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Currently, I have more than 10 direct and indirect 
technology investments. The constant challenge is 
to choose a technological path and to time devel-
opment and/or market introduction. This involves 
identifying key indicators that can be of help in 
these decision-making processes; often the com-
panies or projects end up having to make major 
decisions based on very limited information. 

Over the past 10 years, I have spent a significant 
amount of time and energy trying to gain some 
deeper understanding of the decision-making 
processes under these complicated and uncertain 
circumstances. This book is an attempt to create 
a framework for how we relate to these times of 
enormous technological turbulence. By combining 
a historical perspective with technological curiosity 
and strategic business insight, it is possible to gain a 
clear view of both the opportunities and challenges 
coming out of the approaching techstorm.

Enjoy the read, and please let me know if you 
have any comments or suggestions. Email me at 
write@nicklasbergman.com or visit www.naviga-
tingthetechstorm.com for additional resources.

Stockholm, November 2018
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With fellow board members on a visit to the MC2 clean room at the  
Chalmers University of Technology in Gothenburg, Sweden.

Credit: M Shafiq Kabir
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Over the next 50 years, society will need to respond 
to myriad issues relating to the proper use and con-
sequences of unprecedented developments, and 
the insights these provide. With every technologi-
cal advance mankind makes, there are potentially 
thousands of questions that will be generated, the 
majority concerning the appropriate uses and appli-
cation of that technology and determining whether 
the benefits are worth the price the planet ends up 
paying. In the coming years and decades, it will no 
longer be a question of what technology can do for 
us, but rather what we should allow technology to do. 
It will be increasingly important that society, taking 
account of individual beliefs as well as joint values, 
discusses and agrees on our technological future. It’s 
an ongoing revolution, and we have to take control.

In the coming years and decades, it 
will no longer be a question of what 
technology can do for us, but rather 
what we should allow technology to do.

Technological development is the most power-
ful of all megatrends, and the one that often fuels 
development in others: a healthier population, 
with people living longer: the global environmental 
challenge; a more global and connected world and 
a power shift in the global economy. 
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These are among the positives which may come 
from technology, but there are also a number of 
potential negatives. Negative effects raise concerns, 
not only from the general population, but also from 
the experts. In an open letter, Stephen Hawking and 
others have cited technological development, par-
ticularly Artificial Intelligence (AI), as a creation 
which might ‘spell the end of the human race’ as 
humanity’s ‘biggest existential threat.’*

Though virtually everyone, from lay people to 
experts in the field, agree the potential is immense, 
chief among the concerns is loss of the ability to 
control the technology created which could poten-
tially surpass human intelligence.

In addition to concerns regarding AI are the fears 
regarding ever evolving nanotechnology. This scien-
tific field promises to provide boundless advantages 
to humanity, from more effective sunscreens to the 
delivery of cancer preventative agents to telecom-
munication advances and ease the process of desa-
linization. The drawbacks of nanotechnology remain 
unknown, but assessments must be completed with 
every advancement to understand potential hazards 
related to bioactivity as well as potential toxicity and 
the effects on human health and the environment.

The goal must always be to understand the meg-
atrends of today, to gain insight into the different 
societal and technological, but also ethical, dimen-
sions that come from innovations, new systems 

*Tanya Lewis, “Don’t Let AI Take Over,” LiveScience.com, January 12, 2015.
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and practices. The ultimate goal is not to destroy 
technology and remove it from society, but rather 
to help with the advancement of a technological 
society that does not sacrifice morals and ethics for 
the sake of having the technology. 

As in cosmologist Stephen Hawking’s words 
above, the consensus is science and technology have 
the potential to become a grave threat to not only 
humanity’s morals and ethics but to humanity itself.* 
The conundrum – humanity is the single entity most 
threatened by technology while also being the one 
which benefits most significantly from it.

As humans we continue to advance technology, 
often to the advantage of society, but what if the 
technology created results in the extinction of 
humanity. Consider the threats created by gains 
in technology – nuclear weapons and the threat of 
nuclear war, a potential bioengineered pandemic, 
the abuses that can rise from nanotechnology, or an 
overthrow by artificial intelligence. What will have 
been lost should human extinction be the result of 
technological gains? Would it not mean the loss of 
all those who came before us created, the loss of lives 
of future generations and all they might create, and 
ultimately the loss of value – a result of the loss of 
intelligence and consciousness. (Anders Sandberg, 
“The Five Biggest Threats to Human Existence,” 
Theconversation.com, May 24, 2014.) 

*Ian Sample, “Most threats to humans come from science and technology, 
warns Hawking,” Theguardian.com, January 19, 2016
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We cannot sacrifice our morals and ethics for 
technology’s sake, nor can we sacrifice the value of 
our humanity, which shapes the future of our lives 
and our home on this planet. 

It is each and everyone’s responsibility to 
understand where we are heading and make the 
best decisions. To get the full picture and take in as 
broad a perspective as possible, a good way to start 
is the megatrends that bring significant change 
and affect society in powerful ways.



BROADEN YOUR  
TECHNOLOGY  
PERSPECTIVE
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THE HISTORY  
OF TECHNOLOGY

Throughout history, major changes in society and 
the way people live and do business have been 
determined by the developments in technology 
corresponding to each particular era. 

Over the past 300 years, the world has changed 
dramatically. Today it would barely be recognizable 
to someone from the 18th century. What has made 
the world so different? From the way people live to 
the way they do business, almost everything about 
existence has been impacted by five distinct waves 
of technological innovation. 

These technology waves30 have resulted in pro-
gression in society, with each wave inciting change 
and advancement before eventually giving way to 
a new wave. In order to comprehend this, we must 
first look at the underlying technologies that make 
a technology wave possible. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF GENERAL  
PURPOSE TECHNOLOGIES 
None of the technology waves would have been 
possible without general-purpose technologies 
(GPT). GPTs are an essential component in con-
necting the past with the present and future  
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technological outlooks. In general terms, a GPT 
is a single generic technology that develops over 
time but can still be recognized as the same tech-
nology over its lifetime.31 Initially, a GPT has much 
room for growth, and it eventually becomes widely 
used. It is not only used by many, but has numer-
ous uses, and spills over into countless other areas 
and sectors. The wheel, the printing press and the 
computer are three great examples of GPTs that 
have paved the way for human advancement in 
many different areas.

In order to have a new technological wave, there 
must be one, or several, GPTs to drive it. Identifying 
a GPT in its nascent state is very hard. However, 
there are many new technologies that can be labe-
led as potential GPTs, and to qualify, a technology 
must meet certain criteria.

Single generic 
technology

Scope for improvement 
and development 

Used widely and  
have multiple uses  
in its mature state

Spillovers into  
other areas of  

society and economy

GPT Definition
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Although many non-GPTs may have some of 
these characteristics, and may even demonstrate a 
single characteristic to a greater extent than a GPT, 
only a true GPT will have all four and will be able 
to launch a new technological wave. For example, 
although gunpowder transformed the Western 
world in certain ways, it is not a GPT because of its 
limited use, and therefore it is not the centre point 
of a technological wave. 

9000    0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000   1100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000 2100

8. Waterwheel  
(Early Medieval Period)

4. Wheel (4000-3000 BC)

5. Writing (3400-3200 BC)

6. Bronze (2800 BC)

7. Iron (1200 BC)

1. Domestication  
of plants

(9000-8000 BC)

2. Domestication  
of animals

(8500-7500 BC)

3. Smelting of ore  
(8000-7000 BC)

GPT Timeline

Source: Economic Transformations - General Purpose Technologies and 
Long Term Economic Growth, Richard G. Lipsey, Kenneth I. Carlaw  
& Clifford T. Bekar
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14. Iron steamship
(Mid 19th century)

15. Internal combustion engine
(Late 19th century)

16. Electricity (Late 19th century)

24. Nanotechnology
(Sometime in the  

21st century)
10. Printing  

(16th century)

11. Steam engine  
(Late 18th – early 19th century)

12. Factory system
(Late 18th – early 19th century)

13. Railway
(Mid 19th century)

17. Motor vehicle (20th century)

18. Airplane (20th century)

19. Mass production process
(20th century)

There is no doubt that the sixth technological 
wave is upon us, but before we can understand what 
is coming, it’s important to look back at the first five 
waves and how they were shaped. 

9. Three-masted sailing ship
(15th century)

20. Computer 
(20th century)

21. Lean production
(20th century)

22. Internet 
(20th century)

23. Biotechnology 
(20th century)
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THE FUTURE OF 
TECHNOLOGY

Precisely what the future has in store for business and 
society is unclear, but the development of emerging 
technologies gives a great glimpse into just how the 
world might develop in the coming decades. As sci-
entific advances in nanotechnology, genomics and 
neuroscience continue, the world seems, paradoxi-
cally and simultaneously, more complex and simpler. 

To get a clearer picture of where this emerg-
ing techstorm will take us, it is necessary to try to 
understand what the next GPT is. As we have seen 
in the past, it is the GPTs that drive the major tech-
nological waves that lead to these vastly different 
societies that wouldn’t even be clearly recognizable 
to previous generations. 

There is little doubt that the next GPT that will 
lead us into the sixth wave already exists. While 
this GPT is still in its infancy, it has given way to 
many emerging technologies that will also shape 
the different possible courses of the future. The 
GPT that seems most likely to bring us into a vastly 
different world is nanoscience, miniaturization and 
our ability to understand and interact on molecu-
lar and atomic scales.
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MINIATURIZATION – THE NEXT BIG THING
Nanoscience is a rapidly growing field that has the 
potential to create an entirely new generation of sci-
entific and technological approaches.41 With nano-
science, there is a completely new understanding of 
the atomic scale and how it can be used. By focus-
ing on the atom and how it can be manipulated and 
used, nanoscience opens the doors for many fresh 

Macroscale
What can be seen with the naked eye

Microscale
What can be seen in a light microscope

Nanoscale
What can be seen in an electron microscope

Where’s the Nanoscale?

Human

Insect

Hair

Cell

Virus

DNA

Atom

Derived from: NISE Network
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possibilities in IT, materials science, medicine and 
life itself. Nanoscience refers to the study of objects 
that fall in the nanometre scale, which ranges 
from 1 to 100 nanometres (billionths of a metre), 
and includes studies of viruses, DNA and material 
properties on the atomic scale. The ability to study 
and understand objects on such a small scale cer-
tainly is an impressive feat that will greatly enhance 
the understanding of the world around us. 

While nanoscience may be something that is far 
beyond the grasp of understanding for the average 
person today, this developing GPT is something that 
will put us on the course to a dramatically different 
understanding in the future. According to the US 
National Nanotechnology Initiative, “The emerging 
fields of nanoscience and nano-engineering are 
leading to an unprecedented understanding and 
control over the fundamental building blocks of all 
physical things. These developments are likely to 
change the way almost everything is designed and 
made.”42 This new understanding of the way things 
work will allow for a future in which everything can 
be made differently.

A COMBINATION OF SCIENCES 
Although the term ‘nanotechnology’ was introduced 
by physicist Richard Feynman in 1959, nanoscience 
is a relatively new field. Fueled by innovations in 
imaging and interaction on the atomic scale dur-
ing the end of the 20th century, the field has seen  
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tremendous development in the past 15 years and 
its role as a GPT is already becoming solidified. 
Nanoscience is also unique in that it combines 
physics, chemistry and biology in a way that scien-
tific fields have not generally done before. 

WHY SO SMALL? 
One of the biggest questions concerning nano-
science is why things need to be broken down to 
such a small scale. The very idea of nanoscience 
requires objects to be very small. ‘Smaller is better’ 
could actually be a principle of nanoscience, at least 
in certain terms and to a certain extent. Comput-
ers are an excellent example of this principle. The 
massive increase in the speed of computers has not 
been accompanied by larger devices. In fact, it is 
the smaller device that allows the computers to be 
faster. By exploring smaller avenues, we are able to 
put more and more power into a smaller chip, thus 
giving us something much faster without having to 
increase size. Without nanoscience, this shrinking 
of computers would have been impossible. 

By granting the ability to study objects of such 
small sizes, nanoscience allows for greater under-
standing and analysis. In turn, this allows for 
advancements in manufacturing, modification and 
many other areas. Nanoscience as a GPT has many 
applications and has already led, and will in the 
coming years continue to lead to, incredible pro-
gress in many emerging fields and technologies. 
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The great advance in computer processing 
power also makes it possible to study microbio-
logical and neural systems at a much more detailed 
level, completing the connection between four 
major branches of science. Combining IT with 
nanotechnology, neuroscience and biotechnology 
and medicine, is popularly referred to as ‘BANG 
technologies’: bits, atoms, neurons and genes. 

The small scale used in nanoscience has led to 
significant advances in medicine. By exploring 
cells at their natural level, scientists are able to 
create more effective methods of interacting with 
cells. Instead of using larger instruments to affect 
the behavior of cells, nanoscience has allowed for 
the usage of tiny particles, no bigger than the cells 
themselves. In doing so, nanoscience creates bet-
ter ways to fight complex health problems such as 
viruses and cancer. The answer to defeating cancer 
isn’t by attacking it with something bigger; it’s a 
matter of getting down to the right size to explore, 
analyze and combat it most effectively. 

IS NANOSCIENCE REALLY THE NEXT GPT? 
In order to consider nanoscience as a GPT, it must 
have four basic characteristics. First, nanoscience 
is a single generic technology. While nanoscience 
itself can be hard to classify into one definition, 
it is essentially the study and use of objects on 
a very small scale. All advances in nanoscience 
involve looking at these very small building blocks.  
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Therefore, it is a single technology. It is generic in 
scope in that it can apply to the study of any small 
particles. Nanoscience does not refer to only a spe-
cific study but rather a broad range of them. 

The second question, whether or not nanosci-
ence has scope for improvement and development, 
is simple to answer. There are billions of small objects 
to be explored in a variety of fields, and nanosci-
ence has only scraped the surface so far, although 
the technology is developing quickly. The advances 
already have made a significant impact on society 
and everyday life, but the potential for improvement 
seems virtually unlimited at this point. Computers 
can be made faster, fuels more efficient, and bodies 
stronger and more resistant to viruses and diseases. 
The key to achieving all this is nanoscience. 

The third characteristic of a GPT is that it 
must be used widely and have multiple uses in its 
mature state. Nanoscience is still maturing, but its 
many uses are already apparent. From biology to 
computer processing, to environmental systems, 
to manufacturing, nanoscience seems to have  

Nanoscience is pushing us into a new 
technological wave that will leave  
our world unrecognizable to our  
current minds.
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the ability to reach nearly every field. As nanosci-
ence continues to mature and develop, more and 
more uses seem inevitable. 

The final characteristic of a GPT is the require-
ment for spillovers into other areas of society 
and economy. As seen already, nanoscience has 
the potential to affect all areas of society. From a 
potential economic impact of trillions of dollars, 
to a healthier society that can manufacture its own 
goods to exact specifications, there seems to be no 
limit to the reach of nanoscience. 

There is virtually no doubt that nanoscience 
meets all the necessary characteristics to qualify as a 
GPT. The only question that then remains is whether 
or not this is the GPT that will lead the next techno-
logical wave. 

SMALL BUT FAR REACHING –  
CROSS-POLLINATION
As much as nanoscience has already changed our 
lives, its potential is far from realized. With the pos-
sibilities of cures for cancer as well as the prospects 
of artificial intelligence, new materials with unique 
properties, and many other things we cannot yet 
imagine on the horizon, nanoscience is pushing us 
into a new technological wave that will leave our 
world unrecognizable to our current minds. 

Nanoscience may deal with only the very small, 
but its impact is going to be very big. Maybe the 
most fascinating aspect of nanoscience is that  
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it spans many disciplines and creates interesting 
interactions. The concept of cross-pollination 
between different disciplines is one of the most 
exciting aspects of science today. This is also hap-
pening between science and the arts, for example 
the CERN (European Organization for Nuclear 
Research) particle accelerator program creates 
scholarships for artists-in-residence, physicists use 
modern dance to find new metaphors for quantum 
dynamics and (on a more applied level) material 
scientists are finding inspiration from biological 
systems – shark skins for low friction wet suits and 
gecko ‘toes’ for upgraded adhesives.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS  
OF NANOSCIENCE
While the emergence of nanoscience has created 
some concerns about the future of the environ-
ment, it also has the potential to provide solutions. 
Research into nanoparticles and their potential 
effects on the environment is currently limited, but 
studies concerning other small particles, including 
airborne pollutants, suggest the possibility of some 
major impacts that may also be seen with nanosci-
ence. The main questions regarding nanoparticles 
and the environment center on how these small 
particles will behave in existing environmental sys-
tems. It is possible that nanoparticles could enter 
into the food chain and interfere with certain bio-
logical processes. In order to use nanoscience to 
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help the environment, it will be essential to under-
stand and address these issues. 

The growth and development of nanoscience 
and nanoparticles points to more good than harm 
for the environment. For instance, it appears possi-
ble to use nanoparticles to make pollutants into less 
harmful chemicals. Because of the size and volume 
of nanoparticles, they take on a reactive nature that 
can speed up chemical reactions. This has already 
been put to use in the US, with nanoparticles being 
explored as a way to remove pollutants from ground 
water and soil.

There are certainly many unanswered questions 
about just how nanoscience will impact the envi-
ronment in the future, but current developments 
suggest that the benefits will be very positive for the 
world. By creating more efficient energy sources 
and doing a better job of eliminating pollutants, 
this emerging area of technology has great poten-
tial to solve some of the biggest problems facing the 
world today. 



CREATE  
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THE ANALYZE – 
ASSESS –  
ADAPT MODEL

Based on my experience and background as an 
entrepreneur and early-stage investor, I realized 
that all major strategic decisions, whether a stra-
tegic move in one of my existing companies or an 
investment decision in a new venture, are based 
on a number of factors. These are, first, an under-
standing of well-known megatrends (in this case 
technology); second, the notion that these trends 
will change the way a company or industry works; 
and third, the company’s ability to adapt to this 
new reality.

With a basic understanding of OODA, action 
learning and the lean startup models, it is possible 
to adjust and apply them to the strategic impact 
of technologies. When trying to understand what 
is happening in the field of new technologies, it is 
absolutely necessary to adopt a number of different 
perspectives before you reach a conclusion. 

For this, it is valuable to follow a process that starts 
with a collection and analysis of information and 
then turns to an assessment of business implications,  
before finally arriving at a plan on how to adapt to 
this new reality.
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The following chapters will present a step-by-
step approach to the techstorm, with the goal of 
identifying and acting on challenges, but most of all 
opportunities, arising from emerging technologies 
in an environment filled with uncertainty.

The Analyze – Assess – Adapt Model

ANALYZE TECHNOLOGIES

ASSESS BUSINESS IMPLICATIONS

ADAPT TO NEW REALITY

001101
000011
0010_
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ANALYZE 
TECHNOLOGIES

A fundamental point about decision-making is 
that it is done best when it is based on structured 
information. That said, important business deci-
sions often need to be made in situations where 
information is scarce and that which is at hand is 
filled with uncertainty and ambiguity; more on that 
in the ‘adapt’ section.

Anyway, let us start with the first part of the  
Analyze – Assess – Adapt process: technology 
information data-gathering and analysis. With 
today’s constant flow of information, it is of course 
difficult to set aside time to inform yourself on 
the potential ‘next big thing’ when you have more 
pressing matters to deal with in running your daily 
business. But staying on top of current and future 
technology trends does not have to be complicated 
or time consuming. The challenge is to create a 
new mindset for how to relate to the constant 
flow of information. Do not for a second believe 
that it is possible to cover everything; instead be 
content with the fact that something is a lot bet-
ter than nothing, and make it a part of your daily 
routine to follow a number of technology news 
sources. Scan articles, do not read everything from 
start to finish or cover to cover. For this exercise,  



ASSESS BUSINESS 
IMPLICATIONS
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The next step in the Analyze – Assess – Adapt model 
is to assess how your shortlist of emerging technol-
ogies will affect your future business from different 
perspectives. Drawing inspiration from Henry 
Mintzberg, Michael Porter, Alexander Osterwalder, 
W Chan Kim and Renée Mauborgne, to mention 
but a few thought leaders in the area of competitive 
and strategic analysis, the goal with this hands-on 
guide is simplification. The aim is to introduce 
something that is easily accessed and possible to 
use in a hectic operative business environment. As 
discussed earlier, one should not believe that it is 
possible to get a full overview and understanding 
of the business implications of a new technology. 
Instead, this whole approach is aimed at creating 
a new mindset and overall understanding of the 
intersection of business and technology. 

Emerging technologies have an impact in all 
areas of business, ranging from how an industry 
changes, to how customers react, to the inner work-
ings of a company and new operational challenges 
and opportunities. Based on this, and in an attempt 
to simplify but not over-simplify, we can list a total 
of nine areas that need to be considered:
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ADAPT TO  
A NEW REALITY

In recent years, organizations have become more 
and more aware of the fact that ‘uncertainty is the 
new normal’. It is likely that the business world we 
used to know, where strategic planning was simply 
extrapolating a trend, based on the past couple of 
years, has come to an end. Instead we see the emer-
gence of a new understanding and acceptance of 
the fact that different perspectives on uncertainty 
and ambiguity are essential for future success.82

As with many other management approaches, 
this field has its roots in the military. In the 1990s, 
the acronym VUCA was introduced, short for 
volatility, uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity.83  
The original purpose of this approach was to 
address strategic foresight and insight as well 
as include a behavioural perspective on groups  
and individuals.

To give an overview of the field, consider the 
graph on page 178, where the two perspectives 
are ‘understanding of the situation’ and ‘predicta-
bility of your own actions’. This will provide four 
alternative scenarios where the VUCA perspec-
tives fit well.



EXECUTE  
IN TIMES OF  
UNCERTAINTY
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In today’s world, there are few things that can be 
considered constants. There is a reason the saying 
about change being the only constant is quoted so 
often. Every major change brings us into a time of 
uncertainty, fear and, at times, pure chaos. And with 
change, there are always lessons to be learned that in 
light of changing conditions. For example, the 2008 
Financial Crisis brought about new regulations 
for which businesses had to make adjustments in 
order to move forward. In addition, individuals and 
businesses alike learned when change is coming in 
irrational and erratic waves, decision making must 
remain rational. It is important to not allow the 
changes to send you off course. Communication 
is also key during changing times as is consistently 
anticipating what may come. Change is sure, no one 
is immune.

The fact that technology has advanced so rap-
idly in the past 50 years means that we are almost 
always reinventing the status quo. Today’s smart-
phones are faster and more powerful than top-of-
the-range computers were a mere two decades ago. 
It is more than the fact that we have new gadgets to 
play with – we have to continue to determine how 
to use this new technology ethically, something 
that is often heavily debated. Without some guid-
ing principles in place, we only add to the chaos.92

We will look at four different key areas that will 
help us work through the uncertainty created by 
technology and by other, more traditional forms 
of uncertainty. These areas include leadership,  
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innovation, organization and sustainability. While 
each area can be tackled on its own, the four cannot 
truly be separated: in order for a business to survive 
periods of uncertainty, all four of these areas must 
be addressed.
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THE TECHSTORM 
PLAYLIST

I think and write best when I listen to music, 
different music depending on where I am in the 
process. Below is a compilation of the music that 
was essential for this book project.

The Techstorm Playlist can, of course, be found  
on Spotify. 

Enjoy!

Terrorbird – Author & Punisher
Is There A Ghost – Band of Horses
Intergalactic – Beastie Boys
Istället för musik: Förvirring – Bob Hund
One More Time – Daft Punk
Space Oddity – David Bowie
California Love – 2Pac
From Gagarin’s Point of View – Esbjörn Svensson Trio
Synd – Fleshquartet
The Torture Never Stops – Frank Zappa
Tax Free – Hansson & Karlsson
Like No Other Man – The Helicopters
Hate To Say I Told You So – The Hives
Monarchy Madness – Imperial State Electric
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Capitalism Stole My Virginity – The (International) 
Noise Conspiracy

Sleep Through The Static – Jack Johnson
Sixteen Saltines – Jack White
Make It Mine – Jason Mraz
Full Of Fire – The Knife
The Robots – Kraftwerk
Dance With Somebody – Mando Diao
Inertiatic Esp – The Mars Volta
The Good, The Bad And The Ugly – Oddjob
Från och med du – Oskar Linnros
Give Up The Funk – Parliament
Gumbo – Phish
Rocks – Primal Scream
Let’s Talk It Over – Prominent
New Noise – Refused
Stand The Pain – Samson For President
Tonight I Have To Leave It – Shout Out Louds
Magnetic City – Silverbullit
Gin And Juice – Snoop Dogg
Instant Repeater ’99 – The Soundtrack Of Our Lives
M-Rock Theory – Stonefunkers
Someday – The Strokes
Hoping A New Day – Thelonius Monk Big Band
In The Sun – Thomas Rusiak
Miss Huddinge ’72 – Thåström
Jag kommer – Veronica Maggio
In The Cold, Cold Night – The White Stripes



278

ABOUT THE 
AUTHOR

Nicklas Bergman spends his days living and 
breathing high tech, searching for new opportuni-
ties arising from the ever-changing technological 
landscape. As an investor and futurist, he tries to 
understand where we are heading, and if society 
will be able to handle the upcoming techstorm.

He is also strategic advisor to EU-commissioner 
Carlos Moedas and the European Innovation 
Agency, working on a new innovation strategy 
for Europe. Further, Nicklas is the Scandinavian 
advisor to the TechCast Technology Think Tank in 
Washington, DC, working amongst a worldwide 
network of scientists, policy makers and business 
executives with the aim of understanding the 
impact of disruptive technologies.

Through the combination of his entrepreneur-
ial endeavors and technology investments, Nicklas 
Bergman is uniquely suited to act as a guide to the 
future of business and technology combined. As 
a futurist he takes a holistic approach, trying to 
understand and communicate not only what we 
might expect from a technological perspective, 
but also how this possible future and technological 
development will affect us as individuals, corpora-
tions and society as a whole.
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IT’S NO LONGER A QUESTION OF  
WHAT TECHNOLOGY CAN DO FOR US,  

BUT WHAT WE ALLOW TECHNOLOGY TO DO

The increasing speed of technological progress is creating a techstorm 
that will affect all aspects of running a business in the future.

“Few people understand the impact of new technology like Nicklas Bergman.  
In his Navigating the Techstorm, Nicklas inspires us to understand the potential 

impact of technology on business and society – and to take responsibility for 
making sure that technology improves the state of the world.”

JIM HAGEMANN SNABE 
Chairman of Siemens and A.P. Moller Maersk and  

Member of the board of Trustees of World Economic Forum

“Technological uncertainty is a defining feature of the modern world. 
Nicklas Bergman draws together an impressive range of insights about 

where we are coming from and where we are going. This is an astute book 
which asks the big questions about what we must do to shape and benefit 

from the next wave of technologies.”

CARLOS MOEDAS 
European Commissioner for Science and Innovation

“Dig deeply into this book and you will be well rewarded by Nicklas 
Bergman’s insights into emergent technologies likely to have the 
greatest impact. On a publication landscape littered with clichéd 

recommendations, Bergman offers a thoughtful, singular vision, and 
practical recommendations for corporate and government leaders 

seeking to thrive in an era complicated by rapid technological change 
and shape a profitable, sustainable future.”

 AMY ZALMAN 
CEO and Former President of the World Future Society
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